https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39450313/  Gupta paper which is a methodology one on Purdue using a database and about science as industry infiltration – three in one!
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E-mail:		TBA
Office Hours:   TBA
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MODULE DESCRIPTION 

How do policy makers and politicians understand and measure the health consequences of business on nation states? This module introduces students to the commercial determinants of health – “the systems, practices, and pathways through which commercial actors drive health and equity” (Lancet 2023). It traces the history of negative commercial impacts on human health, beginning with tobacco, and following eight industries in depth and breadth. As each case unfolds, learners will grasp theoretical concepts that straddle other disciplines – corporate political activity, law, medicine and economics, to name a few. Each case will also introduce learners to different methods for measuring health impacts, and challenge learners to conceive of how future policy makers and politicians can safeguard human health, while still valuing the important work of enterprise, exchange, and choice in society. 

This module facilitates a different approach to business and health that will allow learners to work with more impact and insight in the policy-business nexus. Graduates from this Capstone be well-positioned for careers in policy-making, government, civil service, thinktanks, academia, or civil society leadership.

Learning outcomes:

By the end of the module, you will be able to: 
 
1. Explain the history, frameworks and contests about the commercial vectors of disease from different perspectives (commercial actor, civil society actor, government actor);
2. Analyse corporate political activities of major health-harming industries such as tobacco, alcohol, food and beverage, fossil fuel, and gambling; 
3. Identify and critically assess sources of qualitative and quantitative evidence used to explain the commercial vectors of disease;
4. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of existing policies to minimise harmful effects of unhealthy commodity industries; 
5. Propose creative and robust policy innovations; 
6. Network with actors nationally and internationally in the field of policy, advocacy and public health;
7. Read, write and present with depth and interdisciplinary breadth, making insightful connections between concepts[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Adapted from Freudenberg and Crosbie (2023) Teaching the Commercial Determinants of Health https://academic.oup.com/book/44473/chapter-abstract/376467382?redirectedFrom=fulltext ] 


TEACHING AND LEARNING APPROACH

Michaelmas term: Immersion

You will spend the first semester immersed in the medical, academic, scientific, policy and public-facing literature of 8 industries, becoming increasingly technically and conceptually competent. 

This will be done through a weekly reading group of key texts, in a lecturer-assigned group. You will begin to get to grips with the problematic impacts of business on health by discussing and debating with peers in a deeply engaged, but informal and enjoyable way. Each week there will be a focus on a different industry, but with cross-industry mechanisms that apply across many. 

You will incrementally come to decide an area for an applied case study they will do over Hilary term. You will also attend 3 events in public health, to deepen your knowledge and begin to network. 


This is the class structure of Michaelmas term:


	4-4.05
	Room set up 

	4.05-5.00
	Reading Group 

	5-5.10
	BREAK – MOVE OUTSIDE 

	5.10-5.30
	Facilitated discussion

	5.30-5.50
	Extending concepts 

	5.50
	END



Hilary term: Experience and Action

Hilary term introduces students to public health management in many aspects, where a weekly slot is spent listening to a lecture from a guest expert discussing policies and possible solutions to disease, and tutorials discussing methods and insights on your case. You will continue to network in incrementally writing your applied case over the semester, aided by one-to-one meetings with the lecturer and facilitator.  

ASSESSMENT 

TBA. 
Assessment will be a combination of case work, homework, reading group performance and viva.


RELATION TO DEGREE

Business degrees in Trinity have 5 goals – learning at the frontier, taking a deep and responsible view of business, exploring one’s personal and professional potential, engaging with grand challenges and undertaking research that informs management. 

This module is an ideal Capstone to deepen and solidify these goals. It is a radically interdisciplinary field at the frontier of knowledge, it offers learning and experience of public management, it rewards students to network and develop their career, it is focussed on the biggest challenges of their age, and it is a research-led pedagogy. 


WORKLOAD

This is a 20 credit module, meaning 500 hours of work is needed over the course of the year. 

REQUIRED RESOURCES

All material will be available on BlackBoard. 

STUDENT PREPARATION FOR THE MODULE 

You will have read the material and submitted a blue sheet in advance of each class.

COURSE COMMUNICATION 

Please note that all course related email communication must be sent from your official TCD email address. Emails sent from other addresses will not be attended to.


REPEAT PROTOCOL

Students must pass (40%) each element of the Capstone. 
In the case of a fail of any component, that component will be reassessed. 



MODULE SCHEDULE


	    Michaelmas Term: Immersion


	
	Mon 
4 to 6pm
	Topic and Materials

	
1


	15
Sept 
	· Welcome – icebreakers
· Lecture: Why commercial determinants of health? 
· Module outline 
· Assessment 
· How to read the material each week
· How to have a reading group discussion 
 
 In advance of class, you must read: 
· Campbell 2024. Opening statement to the Oireachtas (parliament) health committee https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/committee/dail/33/joint_committee_on_health/submissions/2024/2024-02-14_opening-statement-dr-norah-campbell_en.pdf 

	2



	22 Sept 
	Tobacco – this will be used as a case to understand the early evolution (and wins) of public health, and the concept of corporate political activity and export strategies:

· Academic context: Eastmure 2020. Non-market strategy

· Cross-industry mechanisms: Gilmore et al. 2015. Exposing and addressing tobacco industry conduct in low and middle income countries 

· Policy context: Framework Convention for Tobacco Control 


· Popular culture: Brand 2009. The cigarette century (book, excerpt)


	

3

	29 Sept 
	Oxycontin – this will be used as a case to understand conflicts of interest in the generation of scientific knowledge: 

· Academic context: Legg et al. 2021. The science for profit model

· Scientific: Cummings 2023. Opioid use disorder (podcast episode)
· Cross-industry mechanisms: Sah and Fugh-Berman 2013. Physicians under the influence

· Policy context: Marks 2020. Lessons from corporate influence in the opioid epidemic

· Popular culture: Gibney 2021. Crime of the century, Parts 1+2 (documentary)


	
4
	06 Oct
	Ultra-Processed Food – this will be used as a case to understand framing as a prime corporate political activity – how objects, actors and institutions come to be regarded as legitimate and gain a social licence to operate:
· Academic context: Uluncalar et al. 2016. Policy dystopia

· Scientific context: Lane et al. 2024. Ultra-processed food exposure and adverse health outcomes: umbrella review of epidemiological meta-analyses

· Cross-industry mechanisms: Ennis 2022. Problem Framing

· Policy context: The Obesity Plan 2015-2025 (Ireland)

· Popular culture: Wilson 2025. Ultra-processed babies? (newspaper article)

	5


	13 Oct
	Alcohol – this will be used as a case to understand the process of policy-making and the dynamics of regulatory capture:

· Academic context: Lesch and McCambridge 2021. Waiting for the wave

· Scientific: Gilpin and Koob 2013. Neurobiology of alcohol 

· Cross-industry mechanisms: McCambridge et al. 2014. Be aware of Drinkaware

· Policy context: Alcohol labelling 2025 (Ireland) 

· Popular culture: Institute of Alcohol Studies 2023. Big Alcohol (mini-documentary)


	6


	20 Oct 
	Gambling - this will be used as a case to understand cause-related marketing, public relations and CSR: 

· Academic context: Lancet 2024. Commission on Gambling

· Scientific: Parshall 2025. How ‘Dark Patterns’ in Sports Betting Apps Keep Users Gambling

· Cross-industry mechanisms: van Schalkywk 2025. Learning from tobacco control to tackle gambling harms

· Policy context: Gambling Regulation Bill 2022 (Ireland)

· Popular culture: FaultLines 2024. The big gamble: the world of online sports’ betting (documentary)


	7
	27 Oct
	READING WEEK

	8
	03 Nov
	· Writing compelling case studies – the components 

· Reading: Engage with a database


	9


	10
Nov
	Vaping – this will be used as a case to understand the dynamics of corporate brand architecture, and the corporate playbook:

· Academic context: Lima and Galea 2019. The Corporate Permeation Index
· Scientific: Glantz et al. 2024. Population-Based Disease Odds for E-Cigarettes and Dual Use versus Cigarettes

· Cross-industry mechanisms: Brand Architecture of the Global Vaping Industry 2023, University of Bath

· Policy context: Public Health (Tobacco Products and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Act 2023 (Ireland)

· Popular culture: Lee and Clancy 2023. Is vaping bad and should it be banned? (newspaper article)


	
10

	17 Nov 
	Automobiles – this will be used as a case to understand power
, hegemony and agency: 

· Academic context: Lima and Galea 2018. Corporate practices and health: A framework

· Scientific: TBA

· Cross-industry mechanisms: Friel 2021. Power and people’s health

· Policy context: Clean air bill (Ireland)

· Popular culture: The curse of urban sprawl: how cities grow, and why this has to change (book, excerpt)


	11
	24 Nov 
	Fossil fuel – this will be used as a case to understand education as a corporate political activity, agnotology, and delay:

· Academic context: Lamb 2020. Discourses of delay

· Scientific: Steffen et al. 2025. Planetary boundaries 

· Cross-industry mechanisms: Eaton and Day 2020. Petro-pedagogy

· Policy context: Climate Act 2021 (Ireland)

· Popular culture: Conway and Oreskes 2010. Merchants of Doubt (book, excerpt)


	12
	01 Dec 
	One-to-one meetings on case study proposal















Hilary Term: Experience, Methods and Action 

	Date
	Guest speaker
	Theme 


	12 January, 3pm,
Trinity Business School Room 203
	Meet up with Norah to check in
	Completely voluntary – it doesn’t matter if you’re not able to come!

	19 Jan
	Monika Koszinska – Director of WHO Commercial Determinants of Health
	Commercial Determinants of Health: The international context

	21 Jan
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your context

	26 January
	May van Schalkywk, University of Edinburgh
	Qualitative research in commercial vectors

	28 Jan 
	Tutorial
	Drop-in to get clarification on proposal feedback 

	02 February (Bank Holiday)
	No lecture
	

	04 Feb 
	Tutorial
	Paul Price (UCD, EPA) Mapping power: network analysis methods

	09 Feb 
	Mohammed Shankir, Immunology, Trinity College Dublin
	Neurobiology of obesity


	11 Feb
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your evidence base

	16 Feb 
	Kathryn Reilly, Director of Policy, National Youth Council
	Freedom of information methods


	18 February 

	Tutorial 
	James Larkin, Postdoctoral Fellow in Royal College of Surgeons Researching the pharmaceutical-Physician nexus 

	23 February
	Joana Lima, University of Oxford 
	The corporate permeation index

	25 February 
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your theoretical lens/framework

	02 March 
	READING WEEK
	

	09 March
	Sheila Gilheany, CEO of Alcohol Action
	Alcohol and Policy making in Ireland 


	11 March 
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your findings

	16 March 
	Tony Holohan, Professor of Public Health and former Chief Medical Officer, Ireland
	The politics of health

	18 March
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your recommendations 

	23 March
	Fieldtrip
	Visit to the Oireachtas (lower house of parliament), Dublin

	25 March 
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your writing up and plugging in to network

	30 March
	TBA
	

	01 April
	Tutorial
	Feedback on your presentation or career journey

	06 April 
	Presentations 
	

	07 April + 09 April
	Presentations 
	







BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: 

I am an Associate Professor of Marketing in Trinity Business School, and co-lead of Trinity’s Commercial Determinants of Health Lab. I have advised government and public health on the commercial determinants of health in Ireland. My research has been authored with medical doctors, economists and policy makers on the food industry lobby. I have written for newspapers on the global food industry. 
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