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MODULE CODE: BUU44660
MODULE NAME: Company and Business Law
ECTS:  		5
Lecturer:	Val Corbett	
E-mail:  	val.corbett@lawschool.ie
Office Hours: available on request 

Pre- Requisite: n/a

Available to exchange Students: Yes/English proficiency must be high 


MODULE DESCRIPTION 

This module aims to provide a grounding in the core basic legal principles affecting the operation of business organisations. The module starts with a brief review of the operation of the Irish legal system including the court structure and the sources of law. The next stage leads into the area of contract law which is the system of law that underpins business transactions generally. The module then moves on to the specific aspects of the law of torts which might affect business transactions such as negligence and passing off. The module then deals with some core aspects of employment law such as the employment status, the employment contract, and termination of employment. Thereafter, the module deals with the law on a range of legal areas relating to business which are of specific concern to the work of finance professionals. Specifically, the law on partnerships and companies. In this regard, the module covers the formation and constitution of companies, the financing of companies and types of capital, the management, administration, and regulation of companies. Finally, the module deals with the legal aspects of corporate rescue and insolvency. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING APPROACH

Classes will be discursive and based on lecture notes and materials provided to students in advance through the College’s online learning system. Through a discussion of these materials students will learn the key principles. Problem-based learning techniques will be used to reinforce this learning. In this regard, students will be required to apply their knowledge and understanding of the legal principles to solve hypothetical legal scenarios presented to them in class. The essence of law is the application of legal principles and rules to factual scenarios to determine a remedy. To that end, practice problem questions are assigned to topics on the syllabus. 



MODULE-LEVEL LEARNING OUTCOMES

Having completed this module, the student should be able to: 

1. Identify the key elements of the Irish legal system 
2. Discuss the elements required for the formation of a legally binding contract
3. Examine the contents of a contract and examine the principles of consumer protection
4. Examine the methods by which a contract may be terminated and the remedies available upon termination
5. Analyse the elements of the tort of negligence and passing off
6. Examine the law relating to employment relationships
7. Anaylse how companies are formed, managed, and regulated
8. Apply legal rules and principles to hypothetical problem scenarios

RELATION TO DEGREE


WORKLOAD
	Content 
	Indicative Number of Hours

	Lecturing hours
	24

	Preparation for lectures
	48

	Individual assignment 
	13

	Final exam preparation
	40

	Total 
	125



TEXTBOOKS AND REQUIRED RESOURCES

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Required core course textbooks: 
Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021)


General Supplemental Readings

Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022)
Ewan McIntyre, Business Law (9th ed) (Pearson Education, 2018)
Gráinne Callanan, An Introduction to Irish Company Law (5th ed) (Clarus Press, 2021)
Anthony Thuillier & Cathy McDaid, Business Law in Ireland (Clarus Press, 2015)
Alison Kenneally & John Tully, The Irish Legal System (Clarus Press, 2013)
Anthony Thuillier, Company Law in Ireland (2nd ed) (Clarus Press, 2015)
Máiréad Enright, Principles of Irish Contract Law (Clarus Press, 2006)
Brenda Daly & Michael Doherty, Principles of Irish Employment Law (Clarus Press, 2010)
Fergus Ryan, Contract Law (Thomson Round Hall, 2006)
Val Corbett, Tort Law – Cases and Key Prinicples (Clarus Press, 2025) 
Bryan McMahon & William Binchy, Law of Torts (4th ed) (Bloomsbury Professional, 2013)
Paul Anthony McDermott & James McDermott, Contract Law (2nd ed) (Bloomsbury Professional, 2017). 

Student preparation for the module
Students are advised to read recommended articles in advance of each part of the course.  They will also be expected to contribute to class discussions and participate in class assignments.

COURSE COMMUNICATION 
Lecture slides and readings, assignment descriptions and announcements will be posted on Blackboard.

Please note that all course related email communication must be sent from your official TCD email address. Emails sent from other addresses will not be attended to.

ASSESSMENT
The assessment for this course is split between an individual in-class test and in person final written examination. The breakdown is as follows:

· In Class Test			30%
· In Person Examination	70%	


Students who fail the module will need to repeat the individual elemnent that they have not successfully completed. For example, if a student passes the in class test but fails the in person examination, they must retake the in person examination only. 

Attendance at lectures and tutorials is required, any student who attends less than two thirds of lectures and tutorials may be deemed non-satisfactory as per college regulations and may not be allowed to sit the final exam.  
https://www.tcd.ie/undergraduate-studies/academic-progress/attendance-course-work.php







MODULE DRAFT SCHEDULE


	    Term


	Session
	Duration
	Indicative Lecture & readings

	

1


	2 Hours
	The Law of Contract 

· Contract Formation – Part 1
· Offer
· Acceptance 

Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapters 9/10
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 3
· Fergus Ryan, Contract Law (Thomson Round Hall, 2006) – Chapters 2/3
· Máiréad Enright, Principles of Irish Contract Law (Clarus Press, 2006) – Chapters 3/4/5


	


2



	2 hours
	The Law of Contract

· Contract Formation – Part 2
· Consideration
· Intention to Create Legal Relations 

· Contents of a Contract 
· Express and Implied Terms
· Exemption Clauses 
· Consumer Protection
Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapters 11/12/13/26
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 3
· Fergus Ryan, Contract Law (Thomson Round Hall, 2006) – Chapters 4/6/12/13/14/15
· Máiréad Enright, Principles of Irish Contract Law (Clarus Press, 2006) – Chapters 7/8/13/14




	

3



	2 hours 
	The Law of Contract

· Discharge of a Contract & Remedies
· Breach of Contract
· Frustration 
· Damages 


Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapters 13/26
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 3
· Fergus Ryan, Contract Law (Thomson Round Hall, 2006) – Chapters 12/13/14/15
· Máiréad Enright, Principles of Irish Contract Law (Clarus Press, 2006) – Chapters 24/25



	
4

	2 hours
	The Law of Tort

· Principles of Negligence 
· The Duty of Care
· The Standard of Care
· Damage 
Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapters 5/7
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 9
· Bryan McMahon & William Binchy, Law of Torts (4th ed) (Bloomsbury Professional, 2013) – Chapters 2/6/7
· Val Corbett, Tort Law – Cases and Key Prinicples (Clarus Press, 2025) – Chapters 2/3/4/5


	
5


	2 Hours
	The Law of Tort

· Other Torts 
· Professional Negligence – Negligent Misstatements
· Professional Negligence – The Standard of Care 
· Passing Off 



Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapters 5/7
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 9
· Bryan McMahon & William Binchy, Law of Torts (4th ed) (Bloomsbury Professional, 2013) – Chapters 10/14/31
· Val Corbett, Tort Law – Cases and Key Prinicples (Clarus Press, 2025) – Chapters 10/19

	6
	2 Hours
	Company Law

· Types of Business Organisations 
· Agency Law
· Partnerships
· Sole Traders
· Corporations 
· Separate Legal Personality

Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapters 25/31/32
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 5
· Gráinne Callanan, An Introduction to Irish Company Law (5th ed) (Clarus Press, 2021) – Chapters 2/3/4
· Anthony Thuillier, Company Law in Ireland (2nd ed) (Clarus Press, 2015) – Chapters 1/2/3/4


	
7


	2 Hours
	Company Law

· Management of Companies – Part 1
· Directors – powers, functions, duties and obligations
· Reckless and Fraudulent Trading 
· Other Company Officers
· Company Meetings 

Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapter 32
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 3
· Gráinne Callanan, An Introduction to Irish Company Law (5th ed) (Clarus Press, 2021) – Chapters 2/3/4
· Anthony Thuillier, Company Law in Ireland (2nd ed) (Clarus Press, 2015) – Chapters 1/2/3/4


	8 
	2 Hours
	Company Law

· Management of Companies – Part 2
· Directors – powers, functions, duties and obligations
· Reckless and Fraudulent Trading 
· Other Company Officers
· Company Meetings 

Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapter 32
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 5
· Gráinne Callanan, An Introduction to Irish Company Law (5th ed) (Clarus Press, 2021) – Chapters 2/3/4
· Anthony Thuillier, Company Law in Ireland (2nd ed) (Clarus Press, 2015) – Chapters 1/2/3/4


	9
	2 Hours
	Company Law

· Financing of Companies 
· Share Capital 
· Loan Capital 
· Capital Maintenance Rules

Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapter 32
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 5
· Gráinne Callanan, An Introduction to Irish Company Law (5th ed) (Clarus Press, 2021) – Chapters 5/6/7/15
· Anthony Thuillier, Company Law in Ireland (2nd ed) (Clarus Press, 2015) – Chapters 13/14




	10
	2 Hours
	Company Law

· Corporate Insolvency 
· Liquidation
· Receivership 
· Examinership

Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapter 32
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 5
· Gráinne Callanan, An Introduction to Irish Company Law (5th ed) (Clarus Press, 2021) – Chapters 16/17/18/19/20
· Anthony Thuillier, Company Law in Ireland (2nd ed) (Clarus Press, 2015) – Chapters 15/16/17/18


	11
	2 Hours
	Employment Law

· Principles of Employment Law
· Employment Status
· The Contract of Employment
· Discharge of the Contract of Employment 
Reading:
· Lecture Notes/Materials
· Áine Keenan, Essentials of Irish Business Law (7th ed) (Boru Press, 2021) –  Chapter 30
· Mary Faulkner & Dáithí Mac Cárthaigh, Essentials of Irish Law (Clarus Press, 2022) – Chapter 6
· Brenda Daly & Michael Doherty, Principles of Irish Employment Law (Clarus Press, 2010) – Chapters 3/4/10






BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Val Corbett BCL, LLM (NUI), Pg Cert (Learning & Teaching) (DIT), Accredited Mediator (CEDR), PhD (Dub). 
Val is Head of Programmes at LawSchool.ie where he is involved in the delivery of training programmes preparing students to undertake professional examinations in law. Val also teaches Corporate and Business Law to ACCA students at AccountancySchool.ie. Val’s research interests include the law of torts, contract law, and employment law. He has published a number of articles in these areas and several textbooks.  
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